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KL MRT project detailed environmental impact assessment
(deia) report is vague

Association of Water and Energy Research Malaysia (AWER) is in support for an effective public transport system. However, in the case
of KL MRT project, the DEIA report submitted to Department of Environment (DOE) is vague and does not prove that the project can
improve the environmental quality in Klang Valley. 

AWER have studied the DEIA report and submitted comments to Director General of DOE on 25th February 2011. Based on AWER's
findings, the DEIA should not be approved.

Main points of the comments submitted to the Director General of DOE are including:

(i) The EIA consultants did a non-functional project option comparison. The project option comparison should be of:

• LRT with its supporting services compared to;
• Monorail with its supporting services compared to;
• MRT with its supporting services compared to;
• KTM Komuter with its supporting services.

Only through such comparison, we can obtain proper viability of the project.

(ii) The main criterion for MRT to be constructed is to improve air quality based on the JICA study in 1997 that was referred in the DEIA
report. However, the EIA consultants did not do air quality modeling and traffic modeling during operation of MRT. Therefore, the EIA
consultants failed to prove that air quality will improve! Beside this, the increase in traffic congestion has direct impact to public health.

(iii) The EIA consultants claimed that 34,400 tonnes of CO2 equivalent will be avoided annually if MRT is operating. Based on AWER's
study on traffic congestion due to the MRT project operation,

• If 100% petrol wasted due to traffic congestion, 50,145 tonnes CO2 equivalent will be released additionally;
• If 30% diesel and 70% petrol wasted due to traffic congestion, 52,363 tonnes CO2 equivalent will be released additionally;

Either way, there will be an increase in CO2 emission compared to the claims made by EIA consultants in the DEIA report. There will be
45.8% extra emission based on petrol modelling and 52.2% extra emission based on diesel and petrol combination modeling.

The detail comments submitted to DOE can be viewed by public at www.awer.org.my.

PIARAPAKARAN S.
President
Association of Water and Energy Research Malaysia (AWER)
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